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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

With an average score of 33 out
of 100, Sub-Saharan Africa shows
no significant improvement from
previous years. The gains made
by top scorers are overshadowed
by the region’s poor performance
overall - 44 out of 49 countries
still score below 50. This
reinforces the urgent need

for African governments

to implement existing anti-
corruption commitments if they
are to alleviate the devastating
effect of corruption on millions of
citizens living in extreme poverty.
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WESTERN EUROPE AND
EUROPEAN UNION

With an average score of 66 out
of 100, Western Europe and the
EU still tops the CPI, but progress
in recent years has flatlined.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
threatened transparency and
accountability across the region,
leaving no country unscathed
and exposing worrying signs

of backsliding among even the
region’s best performers.
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The CPI aggregates data from

a number of different sources
that provide perceptions among
business people and country
experts of the level of corruption
in the public sector. The following
steps are taken to calculate the
CPI:

1. Select data sources. Each
data source used to construct
the CPI must fulfil the following
criteria to qualify as a valid
source:

+  Quantifies risks or
perceptions of corruption in
the public sector

+ Is based on a reliable and
valid methodology

+ Comes from a reputable
organisation

+  Allows for sufficient variation
of scores to distinguish
between countries

+ Ranks a substantial number
of countries
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METHODOLOGY

+ Considers only the
assessments of country
experts or business people

+ Isregularly updated.

The CPI1 2021 is calculated using
13 different data sources from 12
different institutions that capture
perceptions of corruption within
the past two years.

2. Standardise data sources

to a scale of 0-100. This
standardisation is done by
subtracting the mean of each
source in the baseline year from
each country score, then dividing
by the standard deviation of that
source in the baseline year. This
subtraction and division using
the baseline year parameters
ensures that the CPI scores are
comparable year on year since
2012. After this procedure,

the standardised scores are
transformed to the CPI scale by
multiplying them with the value
of the CPI standard deviation in
2012 (20) and adding the mean
of the CPl in 2012 (45), so that the
dataset fits the CPI's 0-100 scale.

3. Calculate the average. For a
country or territory to be included
in the CPI, a minimum of three
sources must assess that country.
A country's CPI score is then
calculated as the average of all
standardised scores available for
that country. Scores are rounded
to whole numbers.

4. Report the measure of
uncertainty. The CPl score is
accompanied by a standard error
and confidence interval. This
captures the variation across

the data sources available for a
country or territory.
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CREATE CHANGE
WITH US

ENGAGE

Follow us, share your views and discuss corruption with people
from around the world on social media.

facebook.com/Transparencylnternational/
twitter.com/anticorruption/
linkedin.com/company/transparency-international/
instagram.com/Transparency_International/
youtube.com/user/Transparencyintl/

LEARN

Visit our website to learn more about our work in more than
100 countries and sign up for the latest news in the fight
against corruption.

transparency.org
DONATE

Your donation will help us provide support to thousands of
victims of corruption, develop new tools and research and hold
governments and businesses to their promises. We want to
build a fairer, more just world. With your help, we can.

transparency.org/donate
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